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“MEETING REMINDERS”

IN SERVICE TO ONE. IN SERVICE TO ALL.

                                         Your Brother in Christ
                                                      Mario Solis
                                                          Que Viva
                                                              Christo Rey!

December 2017

Knights Chaplain's Message

OLMC KofC sponsored many parish activities in May.
Continued on PG 4

Brother Knights:
Monday, November 13th, marked thirty one years since I came to 
the United States. A couple of weeks later I celebrated the first 
Thanksgiving Holiday. Not that Poland is an ungrateful nation, 
but we do not have this particular Holiday in Poland. Thus, in 
addition to pretty much everything being new to me, so was this 
tradition. On this thirty-first Thanksgiving I  gave thanks to God 
for every person He placed on the path of my life and for each one 
of you here at Our Lady of Mount Carmel, in whose lives I hope to 
share. As we approach Christmas I want you to know that I greatly 
appreciate the continuing good work of the Knights of Columbus for 
our parish.  Your willingness to assist in so many ways brings many 
benefits to this community. Please concentrate during the Advent 
season on a genuine spiritual preparation for Christmas. Be aware 
that we will have our Advent communal Reconciliation Service on 
Monday, December 10th at 7:00 pm.  May you and your loved ones 
have a peaceful, joy-filled and marked by good health this 
Christmas season!

                     With all my love and prayer, 
                                          Fr. Piotr

OFFICER’S COUNCIL #6413 MEETING
Thursday 7th
RE Bldg. Conference Room  7:30 p.m.

MONTHLY COUNCIL #6413 MEETING
Thursday 8th
Parish Hall  
Council Christmas Party 7:30pm

4TH DEGREE ASSEMBLY #2781 MEETING

NO MEETING THIS MONTH!

KofC members are invited and encouraged to attend these meetings.  You’ll find out what’s going on in our council and assembly and you will 
be able to take an active part by expressing your views and opinions on the issues.  

Grand Knights Comments

KNIGHTS 2017 A YEAR TO REMEMBER

What a successful year 
this has been for us! 
S e e a l l o f o u r 
accomplishments…

 PG 5

Brothers  Knights,  it  looking  a  lot  like 
Christmas,  and even though we won’t 
be having our monthly meeting, we will 
be having our annual Christmas party 
on  December  14th.   We  are  looking 
forward to  seeing everyone along with 
your  family  at  this  most  joyous 
occasion.  On another note, we will be 
looking  for  some  assistance  at  the 
Matthew  Kelly  program  on  December 

2nd  at  Most  Precious  Blood  in  Corpus  Christi.   We  will  be 
serving  food  starting  at  3:00  p.m.  Our  annual  A.J.  Cessac 
Shrimp Boil was a great success.  A great time was had with 
great food and company.  It’s at this time that I would like to 
thank all our Brothers that are always preparing meals, cleaning 
up, and making sure no one goes home hungry.  You all truly 
hold our council together.  At the time that I am writing this, the 
drawing for the Rifle Raffle will be held on Thursday, November 
30th  at  St.  Peter’s  in  Annaville.   Winners  will  be  notified.  
Another drawing was held earlier in November for the Dallas 
Cowboys  Thanksgiving  Day  game  against  the  Los  Angeles 
Chargers.  We had two winners from our council- Gus Solis won 
$75 and the grand prize went to yours truly!  It was a great 
experience even though our team came up on the losing end.  

Now that the season of Advent has begun, let us not forget that 
we are preparing to meet our Lord Jesus Christ.  Let us work to 
rededicate  our  lives  as  we  encounter  our  King  on  Christmas 
Day.   Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 Officer's Meeting
 RE bldg. 7:15 p.m.

 Council Meeting
 Meal 7:15 p.m.

 Meeting 8:15 p.m.
 OLMC Parish Hall

 KC Breakfast Team 
“D” Butch Rowe  
 9:30 a.m. 

Danny Jurica-66
Dr. Jerome Lee 

Birthdays!

 KC BBQ chicken  & 
 sausage  sale   
 Team “B” 

Arlon Boatman-77
Luis Garza Jr-78

Fermin Munoz Jr-67

 KC Vigil 
 Practice 5:30 p.m.

 Mass 6 p.m.
NO LADIES 
NIGHT OUT!

 Exemplification:
 1st Degree OLMC     
 OLMC Parish Hall  

 Blood Drive 
 8:00 a.m. - 1 p.m.

 4th Degree   
 Assembly Meeting  
 Meal 7:00 p.m.  
 Meeting 7 p.m.

29 30
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 Baccalaureate
 lunch for  
 Graduates Greg 
 Young   

24 25

31

 Hwy Clean-up
 meet at 8 a.m. at Jr  
 High marquee

Mario Guerra-67
Robert Mc Grath-62

Dominic 

2014-2015
KofC Officers

  Installation of 
  Officers at MPB 
 12:15 p.m. mass

Rogelio 
Menchaca-45

Ramiro Quezada-51

 KofC Breakfast “B” 
Team-Daniel Estrada
 9:30 a.m. 

26 27 28

Kyle Roberts-23

Christopher 
Esquivel-30

James Shamess-56

Daniel Betts-54
Robert Fox-66

Roberto 
Rodriguez-62

Thomas Cass-89
Mark Garza-42

Dezi Rodrriguez-23

John Panek-60
Paul Steen-48

Robert 
Rodriguez-40

William Adams-56

John Dunlap-64
Victor 

1 4th of July!

Charles Burwick-50

Patrick Kraus-60 Alfredo Ruiz-59

Augustine 
Romero-65

Council
CHRISTmas party
7:30 p.m. OLMC 

parish hall

David Krebs-67

31

CHRIST in 
CHRISTmas 

Light up your lights 
at 8 p.m.

Robert Garrison-65

Justin Lucio-27

Myron Rodrigue-70
Alvin Saathoff-69

NO
First Degree Installation or Fourth 

Degree Meeting

Jose Mariscal-43

May God grant you success in all your endeavors. May He give you the grace to stand up 
for what is right and courage to fight for the truth. On your special day, we just want to 
remind you that we are always and forever praying for you. And in the end, it’s not the 
years in your life that count. It’s the life in your years!

Page 2

KofC CHRISTmas 
Banner & Lights
setup at 10 a.m.
OLMC church

14



                                                         Prayer to Mary Queen of the Knights

Our  Lady, Queen of the  Knights, bless all the activities of our order. Keep us true to the pledge to extend the 
kingship of thy Divine Son on earth. Through Thine intercession, win for us the grace ever to exemplify in our 
public and private lives, the virtues, which should characterize those specially dedicated to  the service  of the 
heavenly court. Make us always aware that as your Knights we are constantly observed, our faith judged and 
our order appreciated. Accept O Mary, this renewed pledge of fealty and devotion of thy servants, the Knights 
of Columbus. Amen. 
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DECEMBER 2017

                                     PRAYER FOR THE SICK:

Dear Jesus, Devine Physician and Healer of the sick, we turn to You 
in this time of illness. O dearest Comforter of the Troubled, alleviate 
our  worry and sorrow with Your entle love, and grant us the grace 
and  strength to accept this burden. Dear God, we place our worries in 
your hands. We ask that You restore Your servant to health again. 
Above all,  grant us the grace to acknowledge Your holy will and know 
that  whatsoever You do, You do for the love of us.
 Amen. 

KEEP IN PRAYER
Deacon Jarrel Nohavitza

Esperanza Martinez
Gilbert Hinojosa

Tom Cass

KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS (TUES. 5th)
The Knights are keeping Christ in Christmas. Everyone’s help is needed for this worthwhile undertaking.  In 
a time when all things religious are being discouraged and swept away, it’s refreshing to know that the 
Knights of Columbus established the “Keep Christ in Christmas” campaign to remind people that Christmas 
is above all a Holy Day celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ. To help deliver the “Keep Christ in Christmas” 
message, Order-wide, the Knights of Columbus annually on the first Tuesday in December begin the 
Christmas season with the “Light Up For Christ” celebration. The ceremonial lighting of a Nativity scene, 
Christmas tree, or Christmas display is just part of the celebration. Plan such a lighting ceremony and at 
precisely 8 p.m. December 6th, local time, throw the switch to “Light Up For Christ.” The “Light Up For 
Christ” celebration is a wonderful way to kick off the Christmas season to help spread the joyful tidings of 
Christmas. (See prayer on page 4)

LIGHT UP OUR CHURCH (Sat. 10)
Brother Knights, it’s that time of the year to beautify the outside of our church. Please come out on the 
morning of December 2nd at 10 a.m. to help setup the Christmas lights and banner at our church.

CHRISTMAS PARTY IN-LIEU OF MONTHLY MEETING (Thurs. 14th) 
Thursday Dec. 10th will be an “OPEN MEETING” starting at 7:30 p.m., dispensing with normal business, to 
have fun and merriment as Christmas approaches. This will be a joint Council/Assembly Christmas Party. 
Members, families, and friends are cordially invited to come mingle and eat (see main menu items pg7). 
COME HAVE FUN!

KNIGHTS’ CHOIR (Sat. 16th)
The KofC choir sings monthly at the 6:00 p.m.Vigil Mass. Practice is at 5:30 p.m. at the daily chapel. No 
Ladies Night Out this month. 

                                                                                                                                            CONTINUED ON PG6



If the three wise men had said “NO” in their desire to follow the star, 
our Lord would not have received the gifts they brought. Two 

thousand years later, within our parish, the gifts are still being 
presented to Him!
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“Light Up For Christ” Prayer

Heavenly Father, We praise you for the light of creation; the sun, the 
moon and the stars of the night. We praise you for the light of Israel: the 
Law, the Prophets and the wisdom of the Scriptures. We praise you for     
Jesus Christ your Son, the true Light of the world, the Light which no 
darkness can overcome. He is Emmanuel, God-with-us, the Prince of 
Peace who saved the world from darkness and brought humanity into 
the peace of everlasting Light. We praise you for Mary, who held your 
Son in her loving arms, and who was given to us as a Mother at the foot 
of the Cross. She is the New Eve, leading all her children into the Light 
of Joy who is her Son, Jesus. We praise you for the gift of faith, given to 
us at Baptism, which enlightens our minds to know and accept the 

Gospel of Truth and Life. Lord, we ask that your blessing 
come down upon us and those of our family who cannot be 
with us today as we illumine this Christmas display. May the 
light that it gives fill our hearts with hope that you will free 
us from the darkness of sin, and deliver us into the light of 
your peace and happiness. May all who look at this 
Christmas display come to the knowledge and joy of 

salvation. Grant that we may always walk as sons and 
daughters of the light, keeping the flame of Truth alive in our 

hearts, until we join you and the heavenly host in the Kingdom 
of everlasting Light. We ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen.



DECEMBER 2017 KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  “A LOOK AT OUR PAST YEAR”
WELCOME!

Council 2781 proudly 
w e l c o m e s D a v i d 
Stanlee to the Knights 
of Columbus!

View all Council Event pictures and more on: 
OLMC Flicker: http://www.flickr.com/photos/olmcportlandtx/

OLMC Facebook: Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Catholic Church, Portland, TX 

Brother Knights, please take this opportunity to reflect on our achievements in the past year and share our 
success thanks to “YOU”. After all, YOU are a big part of our success! To put this in perspective, in the last 
12 months, we have had many accomplishments and departures from some brother Knights, may they rest in 
peace. Our council continues to ensure that we provide the insight of our Principles and Values: Charity, 
Fraternity, Unity and Patriotism. 2018 is nearly here, so let’s take a step back and reflect on all our 
accomplishments we have achieved together as Knights.  Vivat Jesus!
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/olmcportlandtx/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/301851848766/


DECEMBER 2017
FIRST DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION
There will not be a 1st Degree ceremony this month.  The next scheduled 1st Degree exemplification will be 
Tuesday, January 16, 2018 with registration at 6:30 p.m. at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Religious Education 
Building.  Invite an eligible catholic gentleman, 18 years of age or older, to join the Knights of Columbus by 
completing an application for membership (Form 100).  Applications must be submitted to the council for 
review and approval at our regular monthly meeting. 

FOURTH DEGREE NEWS
There will not be a Fourth Degree meeting this month. Please see pg10 from State Supreme!

KofC BLOOD DRIVE RESULTS
The November blood drive on behalf of our council and Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish resulted in a total 
of 22 successful blood donations. This is the equivalent of 66 lives saved (remember, each whole blood 
donation has the ability to save up to three lives). Whole blood donors are able to give every 56 days.  Our 
next blood drive is scheduled for January 14, 2017. What a better way to start the New Year than contributing 
to saving lives! 
 
A. J. CESSAC MEMORIAL SHRIMP BOIL ENJOYED BY ALL!
About fifty 58 (brother) Knights, spouses, widows of our departed brothers, and some parishioners appeared 
to have had a good time at our annual Shrimp Boil, held last month  at the Parish Hall. Before the blessing, 
we paid tribute to our departed brother, A. J. Cessac (1931-2012), recalling his presence and 
accomplishments in our parish, council, and amongst his many friends over the years of his life with us.  He 
initiated this council event in 2003, it was named after him in 2006, and was predesignated as the A.J. 
Cessac Memorial Shrimp Boil in 2012, the year of his passing. His widow Joyce and two sons honored us 
with their presence. It has been an annual event of good Cajun food, fun, and fellowship. Brother Knights, 
spouses, widows and friends had a great time. Our thanks to the brother Knights who boiled, fried, cooked, 
set-up, etc. so that everybody would enjoy.  
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With the bustle of Christmas shopping and the frequent removal of 
religious imagery from Christmas displays, it seems that communities  
have forgotten the incredible gift of Christ and the beauty of his birth.

What should we, as Knights of Columbus, do in the face of this 
secularism? How can we teach our communities  that Christmas is a 
holy day celebrating the birth of Christ?

Such questions, of course, are not wholly new; Franciscan missionaries 
in the 16th-century faced similar  concerns  when first introducing  
Christ and his beloved Mother to the New World. In the tradition of 
their founder, St. Francis of Assisi, the missionaries found that simple 
reenactments of the story of Christ’s birth could touch the hearts of the 
Mexican people. The Spanish missionaries referred to these 
ceremonies as Las Posadas — meaning “the inns” or “ the shelters” — 
as they gave emphasis to Mary and Joseph’s search for shelter before 
Our Savior’s birth.

These festivities have remained popular throughout Latin America and 
the southwestern United States, yet children and adults from all 
cultural backgrounds  can use similar celebrations to embrace the true 
meaning of the Christmas season and share the joy of Christ’s birth.



KofC Annual Christmas Party
Thursday 14th starts at 7:00 p.m.

Soup & Salad: South of the Border Corn and OnionSoup
Fresh Spinach Salad with Red 
Wine Vinaigrette Dressing

Entrees: Holiday Turkey
Buffet Chicken Medley
Tamales with Zesty Mexican Chili

Sides: Roasted Vegetables
Sweet Potato Gratin

Desserts: Cake, Pies, Cookies, Ice Cream

Beverages: Coffee and Tea
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CONTINUED FROM PG 3:

Door Prizes

Music

Games

Family Fun

Great Food
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Brother Knightʼs, please review the monthly 2016-2017 yearly calendars for your 
planning purpose(s). If you are a “Team Lead” and you change with someone, it is 
your responsibility for the month you have been assigned in ensuring your event is 
covered. If you are on a cooking team and will be unable to help cook, as a courtesy 
please let the Team Lead” know!Swapping assigned day(s) requires prior approval 
from Grand Knight or Deputy Grand Knight. PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR COOKING 
TEAM!!

Page 8

Brother Knightʼs, please review the monthly 2016-2017 yearly calendars for your 
planning purpose(s). If you are a “Team Lead” and you change with someone, it is 
your responsibility for the month you have been assigned in ensuring your event is 
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Brother Knightʼs, please review the monthly 2016-2017 yearly calendars for your 
planning purpose(s). If you are a “Team Lead” and you change with someone, it is 
your responsibility for the month you have been assigned in ensuring your event is 
covered. If you are on a cooking team and will be unable to help cook, as a courtesy 
please let the Team Lead” know!Swapping assigned day(s) requires prior approval 
from Grand Knight or Deputy Grand Knight. PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR COOKING 
TEAM!!

KofC 2017 TEAMS

Page 8Page 8

Brother Knightʼs, please review the monthly 2018 yearly calendars for your planning 
purpose(s). If you are a “Team Lead” and you change with someone, it is your 
responsibility for the month you have been assigned in ensuring your event is 
covered. If you are on a cooking team and will be unable to help cook, as a courtesy 
please let the Team Lead” know!Swapping assigned day(s) requires prior approval 
from Grand Knight or Deputy Grand Knight. PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR COOKING 
TEAM!!

KofC 2018 TEAMS
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RESOURCEFUL LINKS RELATED TO THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Corpus Christi “Area Chapter” Knights of Columbus: www.corpuschristikofc.com

Corpus Christi Area Chapter Knights of Columbus “Flicker”: www.flickr.com/photos/ccdiochapter.org

Knights of Columbus Texas Sate Council: www.tkofc.org

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish: www.olmcportland.com

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Flicker: http://www.flickr.com/photos/olmcportlandtx/

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Facebook: Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Catholic Church, Portland, TX 

KNIGHT LINE SUBMISSION:
We want to hear from you! Please submit your input to the Knight Line Newsletter. Please send to 
erveyjm@gmail.com no later than the 20th of the month.  Requirements for submitting pictures:
-All pictures “MUST” be at least 1MB or larger in file size.
-Pictures must be be related to Knights of Columbus event(s).
-A caption of the picture being submitted must be included.
-Only exception to cell phone pictures is, if your cell phone takes pictures in HD of 1MB or larger.

COUNCIL/CONTACT INFORMATION

Physical Address / Mailing Address:
1008 Austin
Portland, TX 78374

Email:
kofc@olmcportland.com

Regular Officer Meetings:
1st Thursday of the month at 7:15 p.m. OLMC 
Religious Ed building.

Regular Business Meetings:
2nd Thursday of the month at 8:15 p.m. OLMC 
parish hall.

Newsletter Editor:
Ervey Martinez: kofc@olmcportland.com

Assistant Editors:
Al Saathoff: Alvin.Saathoff@elementis-na.com
Leo Farias: leofar@earthlink.net

Mario Solis
Mark Garza
Fr. Piotr Koziel
Dempsy “Butch” Rowe
Gerardo “Jerry” Ochoa Jr.
Donald Warner
Alvin Saathoff
William “Bill”  Reeves
Greg Young
Fr. Piotr Koziel
Ramiro “Ram” Ochoa
Arnold Castillo
Ervey Martinez
Mathew Perales
Edward Garcia
Kyle Nohavitza

COUNCIL OFFICERS

Grand Knight ………………
Deputy Grand Knight ……..
Chaplain ……………………
Chancellor …………………
Recorder ……………….…..
Treasure …………………...
Financial Secretary ……….
Advocate …………………..
Warden …………………….
Faithful Friar…………..……
Inside Guard ………………
Outside Guard …………….
Trustee for 1 year ………...
Trustee for 2 years …….….
Trustee for 3 years …….….
Lecture ……………………..

http://www.corpuschristikofc.com
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ccdiochapter.org
http://www.tkofc.org
http://www.olmcportland.com
http://www.flickr.com/photos/olmcportlandtx/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/301851848766/


Fourth Degree Regalia Info From 

STATE 
SUPREME!
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OLMC Knights of Columbus
Msgr. Mark Chamberlin Council No. 6413
1008 Austin
Portland, TX. 78374

AFFIX
S T A M P 

HERE

Return Service Requested
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Scan with your smart phone to visit OLMC 

Council #6413 Website


